Riverside Parkway-Burwell Creek Timeline
The following timeline details the development of Riverside Parkway and the proposed Citi Center retail center in the Burwell Creek wetlands area. Events dating back to 1990 show that the Riverside Parkway road project was approved only after assurances from the City of Rome that adjacent floodplain and wetlands would not be developed. It details the great lengths to which DOT went to minimize impacts and protect wetlands around Burwell Creek. 

Furthermore, the timeline shows how the Rome City Commission has accommodated Ledbetter Properties in its efforts to develop the Burwell Creek wetlands while ignoring requests of the Coosa River Basin Initiative for assistance in allowing the public to become more involved in this development proposal. 
Dec. 3, 1990-
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (the Corps) issues multiple 

Aug. 16, 2001
public notices for the Department of Transportation’s Riverside Parkway Project as the state and federal agencies grapple with protection of wetlands along the route. 

Four different public notices were issued for this project.

The Federal Highway Administration approved the project after the City of Rome stated that there were no plans for development of wetlands and floodplain adjacent to the road.

March 2001
Study conducted by The Jaeger Company for the Rome City Commission recommends preserving Burwell Creek property and using it to provide recreational trail connections through wetlands between Ridge Ferry Park and Jackson Hill. 

Sept. 24, 2004
Corps issues 404 Permit to Georgia DOT for Riverside Parkway Project. The permit requires DOT to minimize impacts to wetlands and Burwell Creek at considerable cost by constructing a bridge and retaining wall at the Parkway’s crossing of Burwell Creek. 

April 2005
Construction on Riverside Parkway Begins
Summer 2005
Ledbetter Properties Approaches City Commission with Redevelopment Proposal

June 22, 2006
City Commission Issues Request for Proposals and Receives One Proposal (from Ledbetter Properties)
Aug. 7, 2006
City Commission Adopts Resolution Accepting Ledbetter Properties Redevelopment Proposal and Allowing Ledbetter Properties to Begin Site Investigations

April 2, 2007 
City Commission Approves First Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Ledbetter Properties

May 20, 2008
US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) reports to the Corps that the Burwell Creek redevelopment project is “not an official Brownfield project,” objects to the Corps’ use of a Nationwide Permit for the project, and recommends that the Corps include a public notice and public comment period in the permitting process. 

June 5, 2008
Corps of Engineers dismisses EPA’s comments and issues a Nationwide Permit 38 (NWP 38) for a Hazardous Waste Clean Up for the project.

The Corps fails to follow its own guidelines that permits for large developments impacting wetlands should be issued only after a public notice and comment period. 
Oct. 16, 2008
CRBI sends letter to City Commission opposing Burwell Creek Redevelopment Project

Oct. 23, 2008 

Ledbetter Properties Exercises 180-Day Extension of MOU

May 18, 2009
City Commission Votes to Extend MOU through Dec. 31, 2011 and agrees to “assist” Ledbetter Properties in securing federal grants to support development of the project. 
July 24, 2009
CRBI sends letter to the Corps requesting that the agency suspend NWP 38 issued for Burwell Creek development project.

Aug. 2009
At the request of Ledbetter Properties, the City of Rome writes EPA, requesting that Brownfield funds designated for other hazardous waste sites in Rome be diverted for use on the Burwell Creek project. 

Aug. 7, 2009
Corps of Engineers denies CRBI’s request to suspend NWP 38

Sept. 2009
CRBI sends letter to EPA opposing the diversion of EPA Brownfield funds to the Burwell Creek project. 

Oct. 2009
EPA denies the City of Rome’s request to divert Brownfield funds to the Burwell Creek project. 

May 5, 2010
Corps of Engineers renews Ledbetter Properties NWP 38 for Burwell Creek development project through March 18, 2012. 
Oct. 17, 2011

City Commission Votes to Extend MOU through Dec. 31, 2012
Oct. 19, 2011
CRBI requests that the City write a letter to EPA acknowledging that federal permits for the Burwell Creek redevelopment were issued without the ability of Rome citizens to review the permit application. The City takes no action on this request. 
Mar. 18, 2012
NWP 38 for Burwell Creek development project is scheduled to expire

