2010 River Revelry

Homemade Raft Race – Rules & Information

Hosted by Blue Sky Outfitter and C.R.B.I.


Blue Sky Outfitter Recycled Raft Race

Prize Categories
First Loser*



Most Original



Best Engineered*     

Most Colorful



Most Oddly Shaped


Most Enthusiastic


(* = $100 Cash Prize for Winning Team)

A Barefoot Wine & Bubbly Gift Package will be awarded to the team that incorporates the most unusual piece of river trash in the raft design. 

Quick Details
Judging Begins: 5:15 (all vessels must be at Ridge Ferry Park ready for launch and judging by 5:15 p.m.)

Race Start Time: 6:00 p.m. 

Race Length: 1.3 mile on the Oostanaula & Coosa rivers. 

Description of Race

The raft competition is meant to be fun for all, participants and spectators.  We encourage families or businesses or churches or college classes or friends or any other cohesive social unit to get together and have fun designing and constructing a raft for the competition.  If there are enough entries, the number of prizes will be increased.  There will be prizes for design, originality and First Loser.

To make sure the emphasis is placed on having fun with the rafts then the first raft to cross the finish line will not win anything for being first, but the raft that crosses the finish line second will claim the prize First Loser.  That puts emphasis on speed and control and fun, mostly fun.  Your raft will have to be fast enough to beat most of the rafts to the finish line, but be under sufficient control to stay short of the finish line until another raft crosses that line.  So the second raft to cross the finish line will be “First Loser.”

There will also be a prize for originality which might be otherwise defined as the most striking raft, whether the striking nature of the raft is beauty or unusual composition.  But remember that we do not want to pollute the river.  In fact, we encourage teams to try and constructed mostly from materials recovered from river clean ups. (Not Required though)

The prize for design will be based on engineering criteria.  We are looking for things like complexity in the drive train or non-standard drive mechanisms or unusual flotation devices, or comfortable accommodations for the raft riders.  But all power to any raft must be supplied by human muscle for the raft to qualify for any prize.

Keep in mind that the raft competition is designed for humor, a chance to laugh at ourselves and have some fun on the river.  Please don’t take it too seriously.  But, at the same time, be creative, and most of all, be safe.

Rafts will be launched from the Ridge Ferry Park Launch Site at 6:00. Judging will begin before launch and continue through completion of the Race.  Rafts will be floated downriver to the Confluence of the 3 Rivers and the Finish Line will be  at the C.R.B.I. River Revelry event site by the Heritage Park Boat Ramp.   Blue Sky Outfitter will provide a starting line, and a Finishing Line.  The rafts will be released all at once and will progress toward the finish line at the Heritage Park.  The length of the trip is approximately 1.3 mile. Additional Judges for the raft competition might be on the Footbridge or the 2nd Ave Bridge, on the  River Walk Bridge or on a boat on the river, so look out for them!

Homemade Recycled Raft Race Rules

1. HAVE FUN you scurfy dogs - but remember your Safety manners!

2. You must pass the Dock Master’s inspection:

a. Any crew that brings a non-floating raft will be flogged; their raft pulled from the river and put on display at the boathouse.  

b. Any contraband will be confiscated – gold bars, pearl necklaces, rum, or other treasures.

c. All raft crew shall wear a PFD, Not a Pretty Feathery Device although you are welcome to wear that also, but a Personal Flotation Device. 

d. Be able to make a lot of noise – not by pinching a crew member – but by blowing an air horn, whistle, or bugle, be prepared to serenade the Dock Master.  

e. Any Long Fellow Rafts over 16 ft. bring a throwable floatation device – and it can not be the smallest member of your crew.

f. Must be made using mostly recyclable materials that contain no harmful or poisonous products or contaminants.  The point is to promote green and clean river fun with out polluting in the process. 

3. Captains beware: 

a. if’n any of the crew’s hands, feet or other body parts touch anothers raft – we’ll cut off your ability to be in the competition.  

b. If’n any parts (human or non) on the raft touch the dock or bank before going over the finish line – we’ll blow your raft out of the competition.

c. Show your raft’s number proudly – so even the judges can see it.

d. If’n your raft crosses the finish line after 7:15 PM – tuff luck you blew your chance for a wonderful prize – better luck next year.

e. If’n you and your rowdy crew fail to follow rules – you’ns might get tossed into the brig and lose all privileges. 

4. HAVE FUN!!

Registration Information

What are the various ways that you can register?

1. Online: Begins July 7 through Aug. 19, 2011
- Preferred method
- Pre-registration price see chart below

2. At Blue Sky Outfitter store: until August 20th, 2011 - 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 
- Pre-registration price and pick up packets

3. Day of Event: August 20, 2011 - 10 am – 4:00 pm EDT
- Add $10 per person to fee

· Blue Sky Outfitter or Launch Site at Ridge Ferry

What are the entry fees for the events?

-$50 Per Raft. Tickets to River Revelry are $30 each when purchased with Raft Race entry. 

-Sponsors at the $250 level get 2 free tickets to River Revelry and a free raft entry.

-Sponsors at the $500 level get 4 tickets to River Revelry and a free raft entry.

-Sponsors at the $1000 level get 8 Tickets to River Revelry and a free raft entry. 

* River Revelry tickets include a year’s membership in CRBI and all you can eat/drink at River Revelry, with barbecue, beer from New Belgium Brewing Co and Eagle Rock Distributing and wine from Barefoot Wine and Bubbly. Plus, live music and silent and live auctions. 
www.coosa.org
Questions: 706-235-6091
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